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About the Speaker 

Professor Thomas Murry is currently the Professor of Speech-Language 

Pathology of the Department of Otolaryngology and the co-director of the 

Voice and Swallowing Centre in Loma Linda University. He is an 

internationally recognized researcher in the field of voice and swallowing 

disorders. He has published more than 140 peer-reviewed journal articles, 14 

books and more than 55 book chapters on voice and swallowing disorders, 

including the classic text book Clinical Management of Swallowing Disorders. 

He serves in the editorial boards of a number of scientific journals, including Journal of Voice, Journal 

of Speech and Hearing Research and The Laryngoscope. He is also the consultant and editor of the 

Plural Publishing Inc.   

 
Abstract 
 
For the past 35 years since the early work of Logemann and her colleagues, speech-language 

pathologists have been treating patients with various exercises and techniques to improve the safety or 

oral swallowing. Many of these techniques were developed from borrowed methods in the treatment of 

voice disorders, dysarthria or simply by trial and error. Early reports reported on outcomes without 

direct evidence. Some results were attributed to patient satisfaction, long term general patient 

improvement or clinical judgments. With an increase in swallowing problems resulting from various 

diseases and conditions, swallowing therapy has continued to advance. One area of advancement is the 

development of new tools and techniques to guide that advancement. Along with those new tools and 

techniques is the documentation of change, not only by patient self-assessment, but also by post-

treatment evidence of the changes. This presentation will focus on newer treatments for dysphagia and 

the evidence supporting those treatments.  


