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The Hong Kong Polytechnic University
Department of Chinese & Bilingual Studies
Seminars on Teaching Chinese as a Foreign Language

Date: 22 January 2009
Venue: M1603 (16/F, Li Ka Shing Tower)

The following seminars will be conducted in Putonghua:

Seminar 1

Time: 2:00 pm

Topic: Basic Principles and New Trends in Teaching Chinese as Second Language

Speaker: Prof Shengli Feng, Professor of the Practice of Chinese Language, Department of
East Asian Languages and Civilizations, Harvard University

About the Seminar

Based on previous work on theoretical and empirical studies of teaching Chinese as a
second language in the past few years, this talk proposes some basic principles including
(1) the principle of identification of the academic status of Chinese teachers in the field of
world Chinese teaching, (2) the principle of Direct Method established by Professor Yuen
Ren Chao in teaching Chinese, (3) the Neuroscience-based principle of Yuen-Ren pedagogy
and (4) the trend of formal Chinese learning and teaching. Finally, it is argued that no
matter how the L2 theories are formed, drilling always goes first.

About the Speaker

Prof Shengli Feng is the Professor of the Practice of Chinese Language, Director of the
Chinese Language Program, and Director of Harvard Beijing Academy of the Department
of East Asian Languages and Civilizations at Harvard University. Prof Feng is a leading
Chinese linguist and was appointed as the Yangtze Scholar Adjunct Professor at Beijing
Language and Culture University by the Ministry of Education in the People’s Republic of
China from 2005 to 2008.

Seminar 2
Time: 3:00 pm
Topic: “A Contribution to World Peace” — The Past, Present and Future of International
Cooperation in the Field of Chinese Language Teaching
Speaker: Prof Peter Kupfer, Professor and Head of Chinese Section, Institut fiir
Interkulturelle Kommunikation / Chinesisch Fachbereich Angewandte Sprach-
und Kulturwissenschaft Johannes Gutenberg-Universitat Mainz

About the Seminar

In celebrating the 30th anniversary of Teaching Chinese as a Foreign Language established
as an independent discipline, the speaker will review how Teaching Chinese language
developed from a “single-model” to “multiple-model” approach in the international arena
and in German speaking countries. Major issues regarding the status of Chinese language;
research, curriculum, teachers’ qualifications, teaching materials and understanding of
teaching Chinese as a second language will be discussed. The speaker will also share his
views on the future development of Chinese L2 teaching.

About the Speaker

Prof Peter Kupfer studied at the University of Bonn in sinology. Since 1979, he took part in
several research activities in Chinese language and culture teaching, development of
training programmes for translators and interpreters. He is the founder and vice-president
of the Association of Chinese Language Teaching in German Speaking Countries and
co-founder of the International Society for Chinese Language Teaching. He is the editor of
“CHUN” (Journal of the Association of Chinese Language Teaching) and co-editor of
“SinoLinguistica” (Monograph Series on Chinese Linguistics).
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