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ABSTRACT
Discourse is primarily understood as language use in various forms, but more importantly taken as social practice
involving members of discourse communities that are institutionally affiliated and ideologically oriented. Discourse as
social practice has been addressed in terms of for example intertextuality and interdiscursivity, which emphasizes the
relatedness of discourses that interplay with one another. Following this line of research, my talk will further explore the
ways in which discourses interplay vertically in the context of Chinese public communications. Drawing on Bernstein’s
conceptualization of “vertical discourse” and van Leeuwen’s conceptualization of “recontextualization” I propose a new
concept of “vertical recontextualization”, and take it as a tool for understanding the Huugjilt lawsuit case, a case in which
a young man was sentenced to death in the year of 1996 but found innocent in 2014. I will see how discourse plays its
role in this lawsuit case so as to shed its influence on the practice of law. I will, in particular, investigate how
metadiscourse is recontextualized in local discourse systems, thus regulating the practice of members of these discourse
communities. In so doing I intend to unpack the complexity of social practice and highlight the role discourse plays in
these social practices.
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