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Abstract:
Two of the key tenets of modern-day democracy are the active participation of the
people in politics and civic life, and political pledges to the people by political parties,
e.g. in the form of manifestos. In this talk, I will present recent work on two political
text regression problems: (1) prediction of the right-left leaning of a political party on
the basis of their manifesto document; and (2) prediction of the popularity of an
online petition, in terms of the number of votes it will receive. In both cases, we
propose neural models with mixed objective functions incorporating auxiliary tasks,
and in the case of manifesto analysis, further smooth the model output based on
contextual and temporal constraints using probabilistic soft logic.
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