
Subject Code CBS6442  

Subject Title Advanced Topics in Research Methodology for Language Sciences 

Credit Value 3 

Level 6 

Pre-requisite /     

Co-requisite/ 

Exclusion 

Nil 

Objectives 

 

This subject aims to provide systematic training on the research 

methodology and to explore in-depth research issues in some key areas in 

the field of language science and humanity. The course introduces 

essential research knowledge and skills needed to conduct research. The 

focus of this course will be on quantitative studies and it is intended to 

prepare students to conduct research for their dissertations. 

Intended Learning 

Outcomes 

(Note 1) 

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to: 

 

a. Demonstrate advanced knowledge of research methods as 

appropriate for conducting scientific inquiry in the field of 

language science and humanity 

b. Engage in in-depth discussions on relevant research issues and 

conduct a review of literature 

c. Competently design their own research plan and produce a high-

quality research proposal for a doctoral dissertation 

a. Apply research skills in the research area(s) of their interests and 

analyze data with appropriate statistical methods  

b. Develop essential skills in critical thinking, teamwork, and project-

oriented learning 
 

Subject Synopsis/ 

Indicative Syllabus 

(Note 2)  

(Depending on the background of students, topics may include the 

following:) 

Developing a research proposal 

 Learning how to conduct academic research  

 Identifying current trends in academic studies  

 Identifying a suitable topic in the research area(s) of interest  

 Independently exploring themes and conducting literature review  

 Understanding key components of a research proposal 

 

Research methodology 

 Experimental, quasi-experimental and pre-experimental design 



 Types of data collection: corpora/experiments/ questionnaires/ 

interviews, etc. 

 Techniques for psycholinguistic and neurolinguistic research: 

e.g., EEG, eye-tracker, fMRI, etc. 

 Techniques for data processing 

Essential statistical skills  

 Basic statistical concepts and the classification of data 

 Introduction to statistical software (SPSS, R, etc.) 

 Statistical estimations and the application (random sampling, 

descriptive statistics, correlations, hypothesis testing, t-tests, 

ANOVA etc.) 

 

Teaching/Learning 

Methodology  

(Note 3) 

Theory and practice will be fully integrated throughout the course. The 

subject will be delivered through lectures, lab training, and interactive 

discussions with the use of different samples. The delivery of the 

concepts and methods of research will involve review and critique of 

significant research work in the field as well as case studies that have 

adopted a variety of related research methods and designs. 

 

Assessment 

Methods in 

Alignment with 

Intended Learning 

Outcomes 

(Note 4) 

 

Specific assessment 

methods/tasks  

% 

weighting 

Intended subject learning outcomes to 

be assessed (Please tick as 

appropriate) 

a b c d e  

1. Literature Review 50%       

2. Writing a research 

proposal 

50% 
     

 

Total  100 %  

 

Explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in 

assessing the intended learning outcomes: 

The subject is assessed entirely through coursework. Both assignments 

are designed to require the evaluation, synthesis and application of key 

concepts, approaches and techniques to design and analyze studies in 

academic research. Students are assessed in terms of both subject 

knowledge and generic skills through a combination of a term paper to 

evaluate a specific research method as applied in a particular sub-area of 

language science research, and a preliminary research proposal intended 

for the dissertation. 



Student Study 

Effort Expected 

 

Class contact:  

 Lectures: 3 x 13 39 Hrs. 

Other student study effort:  

 Assignments 40 Hrs. 

 Reading 30 Hrs. 

Total student study effort  109 Hrs. 
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